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The Encyclopedia of New York City
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children were given care and instruction
Rapid growth prompted the society to pur
chase land for a new building on Bank Street
in 1 807; in the following year the state legtsla
ture raised $5 ooo for its orphanage by lotten.
The orphanage moved in 1836 to spacious
quarters at Riverside Drive and 73[d Street,
where there was room for about two hunc.lrcc.l
children. In 1 899 the society named its first
professional superintendent as part of a plan
to emphasize higher education. Scholarship
support was soon provided by a legacy from
Mrs. R. G. Dun, wife of tl,e founder of Dun
and Bradstreet. In 1902 the society decided to
sell its property in Manhattan to Charles
Schwab and buy a site in rural Hastings-on
Hudson in Westchester County.
The Orphan Asylum Society was an innm·a
tive institution that was among the first tu
employ the "cottage system," under which
about twenty children of various ages, divided
by sex, lived in a cottage under the supen·1sion of house parents. At the age of eleven or
twelve each child was indentured to a famih,
which paid $25 at the outset and an additional
$25 to the child when he or she turned eigh
teen. The program required that each family
taking part in it belong to the Prorcstant
church and that the father be employed. In
1929 the society was renamed the Graham
School in honor of its founder.
Joanna H. Mathews: A Short History of the Orphan
Asylum Society in the City ofNe1JJ 1ork, Founded ,s,
(New York: A. D. F. Randolph, 1893)

PfDillis Barr, Page P11t11am Miller,
Stephen Wei11sle111
(b Fairficlc.l,
Conn., 8 Aug 1857; d Garrison, N.Y., 6 Nm
1935). Biologist. He was appointed in 1891 to
a dual position at Columbia University and
the AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL 111>
TORY, where he established programs in biol
ogy and vertebrate paleontology. As president
of the museum in 1908-33 he promoted
worldwide expeditions and oversaw the con
struction of massive exhibition halls. Osborn
was also president of the New York Zoolo1-,ri
cal Society and took part in opening and ac.l
ministering the Bronx Zoo.
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The nickname of
the headwaiter Oscar (Michel) Tschirky (/,
Switzerland, 28 Sept 1866; dNew York City, 6
Nov 1950). He arrived in New York City with
his mother on 14 May 1883, and the next da1
began working as a busboy at the Hoffman
House. Over the next four years he advanced
to the rank of waiter in its private dining
room, and he then worked as a waiter at Del
monico's. In 1893 he became the headwaiter
at the Waldorf Hotel (which had recent!\'
opened) and eventually he was the most fa
mous one in New York City. He originated the

Oscar of the Waldorf.

Ottley, Roi (b New York City, 2

Aug 1906;

d 1 Oct 1960). Writer and broadcaster. Born to
immigrants from the British West Indies, he
became a reporter for the Amsterdam News
during the Depression. After being dis
charged in 1935 by one of the new owners of
the newspaper, C. B. Powell, he worked for
the Federal Writers Project while conducting
research for his book New World a-Coming
(1943), which called for full racial equality. He
was the host of a radio program and during
the Second World War was one of the first
black writers to work for the established press.
Ottley's published writings include Black Od
yssry (1948), No Green Pastures (1951), The
Lom!J Warrior (1955), and (with William J.
Weatherby) The Negro in Ne111 York: An Informal
Social History (1967).
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